[image: image2.png]


The Anthony Hall
London Road

Aston Clinton

HP22 5HG

Tel: 07928309321

acpsmanagement@gmail.com
acpscommittee@gmail.com
www.astonclintonpreschool.co.uk
	1
	Policy Statement………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
	1

	2
	Reasons emergency plan may need to be initiated…..………………………………………………………….
	1

	2.1
	Public Health Incidents..……………………………………………………………………………………………..
	2

	2.2
	Sending children home with suspected infectious diseases……………………………………….
	2

	2.3
	Severe Weather……………………………………………………………………………………………..,
	3

	2.4
	Serious injury to a child or staff member……………………………………………………………….
	3

	2.5
	Significant damage to property…………………………………………………………………………..
	4

	2.6
	Criminal activity……………………………………………………………………………………………..
	4

	2.7
	The effect of the disaster in the local community…………………………………………………….
	4

	3
	Other actions following an emergency………………………………………………………………..
	4

	4
	Prioritisation of children attending in the event of an emergency…………………………………
	5

	5
	Further Guidance……………………………………………………………………………………………
	5


4.7 Emergency Planning
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	Policy statement
We aim to care for healthy children through providing a safe, healthy, environment, preventing cross infection of all viruses including Covid-19 and accessing a physical provision that is safe to do so . We promote health through identifying and managing potential risks and hazards and implementing controls.

Aston Clinton Pre-School has a duty to comply with health and safety law which requires full risk assessments to be completed with appropriate control measures implemented. Aston Clinton Pre-School will put in place arrangements to monitor that the controls are effective, working as planned and updated accordingly, for example when issues arise or if there is a change to the public health advice. 

Aston Clinton Pre-school has a duty to protect all children and adults in attendance at the setting by ensuring a comprehensive system of controls is in place. This must be communicated to all staff and parents, so that they may have time to understand the impacts and their individual responsibilities in promoting the system of controls.
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	Reasons emergency plan may need to be initiated.

Aston Clinton Pre-schools emergency plan policy covers a range of potential incidents that may occur and how they would be dealt with. These include but are not limited too:

· Public health incidents (e.g. a significant infectious disease incident)

· Severe weather

· Serious injury to a child or staff member (e.g. transport accident)

· Significant damage to property (e.g fire)

· Criminal activity (bomb threat) 

· The effects of a disaster in the local community

	2.1
	
	Public health incidents 
· Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who display symptoms stay away from the setting.
· In the event of an outbreak of infectious disease contact the local health protection team.
· An outbreak is defined as:

· a higher than previously experienced and/or rapidly increasing number of staff or student absence from the same infection. evidence of severe disease due to an infection, for example if a child, young person or staff member is admitted to hospital.
· more than one infection circulating in the same group of children, young people and staff for example chicken pox and scarlet fever

· an outbreak or serious or unusual illness for example:

· E.coli 0157 or E. coli STEC infection

· food poisoning
· hepatitis
· measles, mumps, rubella (rubella is also called German measles)

· meningococcal meningitis or septicemia
· scarlet fever (if an outbreak or co-circulating chicken pox)

· tuberculosis (TB)
· typhoid
· whooping cough (also called pertussis)
· Advice will be given by the health protection team and followed accordingly.

· In the event of staff shortages, parents may be contacted and asked to keep their children at home in line with our prioritisation criteria.
· Every effort will be made to contact families of children due to attend including using local authority websites, whatsapp, email and Tapestry. 
· 
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	Sending children home with suspected infectious diseases

· If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to the waiting area of pre-school under full adult supervision. Here the internal doors will be shut, and the external doors opened to provide ventilation, and all other children will be kept in the main hall. 

· If while waiting to be collected the child needs to use the toilet, they will be taken to use the staff toilet to prevent contact with the other children, which will be deep cleaned after use.

· If the child’s condition deteriorates significantly staff will call 999.

· After coming into contact with anyone who is unwell, everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds using soap and running water, if this is not available, hand sanitiser may be used.

·  The area where the symptomatic person has been will be disinfected.
· Routine PPE will only be worn by staff as discussed in policy 6.1 Health and Safety General Standards and 4.4 Nappy Changing.

	2.3
	
	Severe weather
· In the event of severe weather, the setting will be risk assessed to determine if children and staff can be kept safe. Reasonable adjustments to ordinary provision may be made to allow this. 

· In the event that travel is not possible pre-school will close. 
· In the event of staff shortages, parents may be contacted and asked to keep their children at home in line with our prioritisation criteria.

· Every effort will be made to contact families of children due to attend including using local authority websites, whatsapp, email and Tapestry
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	Serious injury to a child or staff member

· In the event of an incident prior to the start of pre-school that affects staffing levels, parents may be contacted and asked to keep their children at home in line with our prioritisation criteria. 

· In the event of an incident during pre-school to a member of staff or child, policy 4.2 First aid will be followed.

· While first aid is being administered, all other children in attendance will be moved to a different part of the setting with appropriate staffing. 

· If pre-school needs to close, parents will be contacted and the children will be kept safe until parents are able to collect.

· Every effort will be made to contact families of children due to attend including using local authority websites, whatsapp, email and Tapestry



	2.5
	
	Significant damage to property

· In the event that the property is found damaged prior to pre-school opening all parents will be contacted and asked to keep their children at home. 

· In the event that there is significant damage to the property during the pre-school session, policy 6.1 Health and Safety will be followed to observe our emergency evacuation procedures. 

· Every effort will be made to contact families of children due to attend including using local authority websites, whatsapp, email and Tapestry.


	2.6
	
	Criminal activity

· In the event we are notified of criminal activity prior to the start of pre-school, parent’s will be asked to keep their children at home. 

· In the event we are notified of criminal activity during the pre-school, we will liaise with the police and follow instructions ensuring staff and children are kept safe. 
· This may involve emergency evacuation or emergency re-entry. 

· Every effort will be made to contact families of children due to attend including using local authority websites, whatsapp, email and Tapestry.


	2.7
	
	The effect of a disaster in the local community

· In the event that we are notified of a disaster in the local community that affects pre-school and prevents us from opening, parents will be contacted and asked to keep their children at home. 

· In the event that we are notified of a disaster in the local community that affects pre-school a decision will be made whether to remain open or contact parents to collect children.

· Every effort will be made to contact families of children due to attend including using local authority websites, whatsapp, email and Tapestry.


	3
	
	Other actions following an emergency

In the event of an emergency the following will apply:

· Staff will remain calm.

· Children will be kept safe and not be alerted to the concern.

· The local authority will be advised.

· Ofsted will be advised. 

· In the event of long term closure, pre-school will work with families to provide home learning opportunities and support.

· In all cases where pre-school is required to close while children are in attendance, a minimum of 2 staff will remain with the children until they can be collected.
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	Prioritisation of children attending in the event of an emergency
· If places at pre-school become limited for any reason children will be prioritised in the following manner.
· Key worker children

· Vulnerable children

· Children going to school

· Funded 3-year-olds

· Unfunded 3-year-olds
Where possible we will endeavour to change sessions rather than cancel them and fulfil the hours you routinely use. This may not always be possible whilst maintaining appropriate ratios. We will always work with parents to do our best to meet your needs. 
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	Further Guidance

Health protection in children and young people settings, including education 2017
Emergency planning and response for education, childcare, and children’s social care settings 2022
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